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In this hilarious Christmas classic, a couple struggling to put on a church Christmas

pageant is faced with casting the Herdman kids–probably the most inventively awful

kids in history. You won’t believe the mayhem – and the fun – when the Herdmans

collide with the Christmas story head on! This delightful comedy is adapted from the

best-selling Young Adult book and has become a holiday staple for audiences across

the United States!

About the Thalian Association

Thalian Association Community Theatre is a

non-profit, membership organization that’s

dedicated to enhancing the rich artistic

environment of the Cape Fear region. Tracing its

roots back to 1788, the Thalian Association Community Theatre was founded to

provide arts education and bring the excitement of the performing arts to

Wilmington, North Carolina. Today the Thalian Association Community Theatre

produces five major productions annually on the Main Stage at historic Thalian Hall,

offers a Youth Theatre program and professionally manages the Hannah Block

Historic USO/Community Arts Center for the City of Wilmington. In 2007, the North

Carolina legislature named the Thalian Association Community Theatre the Official

Community Theater of North Carolina.
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Character Development in The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

Read the following passages

from The Best Christmas

Pageant Ever. While you are

reading and examining the

pictures below, begin to form a

mental image of all of the

characters that you learn

about. Take note of the italic

portions which provide stage

directions.

The Herdman Kids
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The Herdmans
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The Bradley Family - Bob (Father), Grace (Mother), Beth (daughter), and Charlie (son)

eat dinner while Mother talks on the phone to Mrs. Armstrong
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Mrs. Armstrong in the hospital
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The children performing in the Christmas Pageant
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The Herdmans perform in the Pageant
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Character Questions

Now that you have an idea of the characters in the

play from the images and excerpts, answer the

following questions:

1. Write three words to describe the

Herdman kids

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

2. Write three words to describe Charlie

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

3. Write three words to describe Mrs.

Armstrong

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

4. Write three words that describe Mother

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
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5. Why is Mrs.

Armstrong in the

hospital? Write a

sentence to explain.

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

6. Why was Mother

surprised when

Imogene Herdman

wanted to be Mary?

Write a sentence to

explain.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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7. Why do you think

Father doesn’t want to

go to the Christmas

Pageant? Write a

sentence to explain.

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

8. What did Charlie say

was his favorite thing

about going to church?

Why did this make the

Sunday School teacher

mad? Write a sentence

to explain.

_________________________

_________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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9. Do you think Father

and Alice agree with

Charlie’s answer to

the Sunday School

teacher? Write a

sentence to explain.

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________

___________________________________________________________________

10. Who is the narrator of

the story? Why do you think

they were chosen to be the

narrator? Hint: Look at the

cast list!

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

__________________________________________________________________
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The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Coloring Activity

Color in this illustration of the Herdman kids!
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